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nen to help him. He shall make it in hardship, in a boat put to-
gether by his own hands; and on the twentieth day he should
each Scherie, the rich country of the Phaeacians, our kinsmen,
vho will take him to their hearts and treat him like a god. They
vill convey him by ship to his own land, giving him copper,
;old, and woven materials in such quantities as he could never
lave won for himself from Troy, even if he had come away
mhurt with his share of the spoil. This is how it is ordained that
ie shall reach Us native land and there step under the high roof
>fhis house and see his friends once more.'
Zeus had spoken. His Messenger, the Giant-killer, obeyed at
>nce and bound under his feet the lovely sandals ofuntamish-
ible gold that carried him with the speed of the wind over the
water or the boundless earth; and he picked up the wand which
ie can use at will to cast a spell upon our eyes or wake us from
he soundest sleep. With this wand in his hand, the mighty
3iant"slayer made his flight. From the upper air he dropped to
:he Pierian range, and from there swooped down on the sea, and
•kimmed the waves like a sea-mew drenching the feathers of its
wings with spray as it pursues the fish down desolate gulfs of the
Jnharvested deep. So Hermes rode the unending waves, till at
ength he reached the remote island of Ogygia, where he
itepped onto the shore from the blue waters of the sea and
walked along till he reached the great cavern where the Nymph
was living. He found the lady of the lovely locks at home. A big
ire was blazing on the hearth and the scent from burning logs
^fsplitjuniper and cedar was wafted far across the island. Inside,
Calypso was singing in a beautiful voice as she wove at the loom
md moved her golden shuttle to and fro. The cave was sheltered
3y a verdant copse of alders, aspens, and fragrant cypresses,
which was the roosting-place of feathered creatures, homed
3wls and falcons and garrulous choughs, birds of the coast,
whose daily business takes them down to the sea. Trailing round
:he very mouth of the cavern, a garden vine ran riot, with great
3unches of ripe grapes; while from four separate but neighbour-
ng springs four crystal rivulets were trained to run this way and

